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3 New Faculty

(From left) Malia Ramirez, Jimmy Teria, Joseph Franquez, Soledad Cabrera, Mye Ganan-Flores*, Rosa Palomo, 
and Rufina Mendiola, served as judges for this year’s Inacha'igen Fino' CHamoru competition that was 
conducted via Zoom on March 28 and 29.
(*not a judge, but a member of the planning committee)

Inacha'igen Fino' CHamoru  2022 
See full list of Fañomnåkan 2022 CLASS Graduates on Page 4 & 5
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CLASS
Connections

https://www.uog.edu/schools-and-colleges/college-of-liberal-arts-and-social-sciences/#Home
https://www.facebook.com/uogclass/videos/425570335568830
https://www.facebook.com/uogclass/videos/425570335568830
https://www.uog.edu/schools-and-colleges/college-of-liberal-arts-and-social-sciences/chamorro-language-competition/
https://www.uog.edu/schools-and-colleges/college-of-liberal-arts-and-social-sciences/chamorro-language-competition/


College Academic Affairs Committee (Left to Right): Dr. James Sellmann, Dean; Dr. Mary Therese Cruz,  Interim Associate Dean; 
Dr. Arun Swamy (Social and Behavioral Sciences); Dr. Michael Clement (Humanities); Dr. Chris Garcia (English and Applied Linguistics); 

Dr. Irena Keckes (Communication, Media, and Fine Arts).

From the Dean’s Desk
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CLASS Dean’s Of f ice

Social & Behavioral SciencesHumanities

Division of English & Applied LinguisticsCommunication, Media & Fine Arts

CLASS Administrative StaƄ

Brett A. Fulkerson-Smith, Ph.D. || Associate Professor of Philosophy

Kate Yusi is a graduate of political science from the University of Hawai'i at Manoa. Having taken her 
undergraduate degree at the University of Guam in political science, it deeply encouraged and moved her to 
learn more about political theory and indigenous politics. Particularly, she's interested in learning more about 
the ways in which ontological and epistemological violence manifest in the Asia-Pacific regions and its peoples. 
She's interested in learning more about different stories and living in this world differently. Recently, she's been 
into studying ontological differences around the concept of death and dying, and what the ways of dying means 
to a people who's lives have been in a perpetual state of injury. to a people who's lives have been in a perpetual state of injury. 

Kate Yusi || Instructor of Political Science

Dr. Wurtz received their PhD in Philosophy from the University of Memphis in 2020. Their research is divided 
between two interrelated but separate projects at the intersection of philosophy of childhood, political 
philosophy, and decolonial philosophy. On the one hand, they are interested in uncovering the conceptual and 
material mechanisms that instrumentalize childhood for the sake of power intensification.  They are specifically 
interested in elaborating how the concept of childhood is utilized to morally and politically justify systemic forms 
of oppression towards children and other disenfranchised groups within liberal democracies. Alongside this 
critique, this side of their research also seeks to reconceptualize childhood on its own term to rethink the 
normative scope of the contemporary adult-child relationship. On the other hand, Dr. Wurtz also works in 
philosophy for children (P4C). Their research specifically focuses on questions of racial justice and philosophical 
education in philosophy for children, and aims to think P4C as decolonial pedagogy. 

Jonathan Wurtz, Ph.D. || Assistant Professor of Philosophy

New Faculty
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TRAVEL GRANTS DATES!

ONLINE CONFERENCE FEES DATES!

CSR GRANTS DATES!

Communication
 Josiah Wayne Elwell
 Carmen Victoria Camacho     
  Gogue
 Franky Lynn Aguon Hill
 Lisa Rose Sanchez Rosario
  Hacie Calubaquib San Jose
 Maxon Manel William
 Cianna T.Q. Yanger

English 
 Edward Frank Cruz Acfalle Jr.
 Mariana Noelani Gabriel
 Chriselle Marie Tenorio Muna
  Vanesa Turingan Peralta 
  (+  Secondary Education)
 Esther Yeun Su Raposa 
 Brianne Taimanao

Fine Arts
 Jhoanna Marie Quinto Antonio 
  (Art)
  Roke Calvo (Art)
 Anthony Titus Orbeta Gallego
   (Art)
 Betty Ann Heflin (Art)
 Sarah Amanda Johnson (Art)
 Derek Marion Smith (Theater)

History
  Joseph Peter Aquino Jr.
 Makaelah Marie Blas
 Emilio Yasser Trampe Repancol  
  (+ Secondary Education)
 Amarah Bernadine Abuan San  
  Nicolas

Philosophy
  Aaron Teriong Aragon
 Juanita Noemi McCarthy

Political Science
 Muturwan Choay
  (+ Communications)
 Nolan G.T. Flores 
  (+CHamoru Studies)
  Raymund E. Olivar Jr.
 Angelo Diether Paule
 Joaquin Paulino Taitague
 Gwendolyn Marie Quitugua 
  Yanger

FAÑOMNÅKAN 2022
GRADUATES
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https://class-csr22.questionpro.com/
https://class-ocg22-faculty.questionpro.com/
https://class-ocg22-students.questionpro.com/
https://class-travelgrant22-faculty.questionpro.com/


Congratulations to our CLASS Graduates!

CSR Grants...

Conference Grants...

Siñot Cody Lizama inside his CHamoru language 
classroom at the Father Duenas Memorial 
School in Mangilao on March 24, 2022. 
(Photo cr. Rick Cruz/PDN)

Siñot Ryan Leon Guerrero, CHamoru teacher at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic School in 
Hågat on March 21, 2022. (Photo cr. Rick Cruz/PDN)

Teachers share CHamoru language techniques 

FAÑOMNÅKAN 2022
GRADUATES
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https://www.guampdn.com/news/teachers-share-chamoru-language-techniques/article_409681f0-af28-11ec-8dd5-870eeea98fb9.html
https://www.guampdn.com/news/teachers-share-chamoru-language-techniques/article_409681f0-af28-11ec-8dd5-870eeea98fb9.html


Book Publications
Dean Sellmann is lead co-editor of the anthology Living Confucianism: Strategies for 
Optimizing Harmony, Rowman & Littlefield, 2024. He has a chapter in that book entitled 
“Confucian Political Philosophy as an Organic Contract Theory.” The Dean has other 
chapters forthcoming this year, namely, “The Daodejing and the Lüshi Chunqiu: Huang-Lao 
Cosmic and Political Order” in Dao Companion to the Philosophy of the Daodejing, edited 
by Liu Xiaogan, Switzerland: Springer Nature, and “Zhu Xi, Daoism and Internal-Meditative 
Alchemy,” in Zhu Xi’s Humanism, edited by Chun-chieh Huang, 2022.

 Excellence in Assessment

Anthropology &
 Philosophy Programs

Collegiality Award
Philosophy Search Committee -

Dr. Chris Rasmussen, Dr. Toyoko Kang, 
and Dr. Rika Dunlap (not pictured)

Robertson Applied Linguistics Award

Esther Song Raposa

Excellence in Teaching (Part-time)

Siñot Vince Reyes
Excellence in Service

Dr. Michael Clement
 Excellence in Research

Dr. Hunter Fine
 Excellence in Teaching (Full-time)
Dr. Raymond Anderson

Outstanding Staff

Glaizy Peregrino
Outstanding Graduate Student

Cassandra Santos
Outstanding Undergraduate Student

Seanna Bataclan

2022 CLASS Outstanding Awardees! 

Fanuchånan 202206



 (Back row, from left) Brendan-Alexander Valera, John-Daniel Tangalin, Darren 
Palmes, Camille Nicdao, Jericho Macaraeg & Rachel Marquez; (front row, from left) 
Verna Zafra-Kasala, Anna Uy, Matsuki Hirayama, Mariana Gabriel, Amberlyn Flores, 
Karmina Cayanan, Michael Castro, Mia Alvarez, Edward Acfalle Jr. & Desiree Jones. 
(Not shown: Kristina Argao, Gia Aromin, Christian Camacho & Joseph Chargualaf)

(From left) Rosezane Gonzales, Ulysses Story, Anesha-Maelene Ignacio, 
Andreillette Mayoyo, Professor of Sociology Kirk Johnson, Briante Barretto, 
and Rochelle Alviz.

 (From left) Dean James Sellmann, Professor of Political Science Dr. Arun Swamy, 
Kiana Joy P. Yabut, Angelo Diether Paule, Juan Tomas Gofigan, Nolan G.T. Flores,  
Muturwan Choay, and Interim Associate Dean, Dr. Mary Therese F. Cruz.

Pi Sigma Alpha, the National Political Science 
Honor Society, at the University of Guam 
inducted 5 new members on May 13 at the 

Annual CLASS Award Cermony. 
The society's purpose is to stimulate productive 
scholarship and intelligent interest in government 
among students at higher learning institutions.

Congratulations to our Honor Society Inductees!

 The purpose of the proposed project aims to preserve the 
legacies, major contributions, and special memories of the 
members of SEPRS, as part of the permanent institutional 
history of the University of Guam on the occasion of the 
70th Anniversary of the Territorial College (Precursor of the 
University) of Guam. The legacies will be digitally published 
with the aid of the online platform available at UOG.

PROJECT TITLE:
The Making of the University of Guam – Our Legacies.

Via De Fant and Kiana Brown, MA English alumni, and John Daniel 
Tangalin, an MA English student, served as interns from October 2021 
to March 2022 for the Society of Emeritus Professors & Retired Scholars 
(SEPRS) Legacy Project. They composed brief biographies of retired 
UOG professors and gathered stories from SEPRS members both on 

island and off-island.

(From left to right) Dr. Hiro Kurashina, VP of SEPRS, Via De Fant, 
John Daniel Tangalin, Kiana Brown, and Katrina Perez, Executive 
Director of Endowment Foundation, at their 12th Zoom Meeting 
for the SEPRS Legacy Project on March 31, 2022. 
(Photo cr. Via De Fant)

English students intern at SEPRS Legacy Project
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http://hasso.uog.edu:8080/jspui/handle/20.500.11751/238
https://www.uog.edu/seprs/index.php
https://www.uog.edu/news-announcements/2021-2022/2022-19-students-inducted-into-english-honor-society.php
https://www.uog.edu/news-announcements/2021-2022/2022-six-students-inducted-into-uog-new-sociology-honor-society-chapter.php


“CLASS Connections” is a semi-annual newsletter distributed by the 
CLASS Dean’s Office at the University of Guam. Photographs are 
provided courtesy of staff and faculty in the College. Except where 
noted, text and layout are by ISIPMO, with input from Dr. Mary 
Therese F. Cruz. Copy editing is provided by Dr. James Sellmann. @ uogclass

For updates,
follow us! 

FALL  2022TENTATIVE CLASS EVENTS 
Fanuchånan 2022

SPRING 2022Si Yu’os ma’åse, 
for a successful outcome.

ISLA Virtual Art Exhibits

CLASS Events08

https://islacenter.wixsite.com/2022uogundergradshow
https://islacenter.wixsite.com/uog2022arcexhibit
https://islacenter.wixsite.com/uogsp2022seniorshow
https://www.uog.edu/isla-center-for-the-arts/
https://www.instagram.com/uogclass/
youtube.com/channel/UClIo405zFqdueAbx9-dS5xg
https://www.facebook.com/uogclass/
https://www.uog.edu/schools-and-colleges/college-of-liberal-arts-and-social-sciences/#Home
https://www.instagram.com/uogclass/
https://www.facebook.com/uogclass/
https://www.uog.edu/
https://www.uog.edu/news-announcements/2021-2022/uogff-to-host-7th-annual-film-festival-on-may-6.php
https://www.uog.edu/calendar/?eID=3284
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cc1VgDVhZK0/
https://www.uog.edu/calendar/?eID=3351

